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EO 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: MARR, UN, AS, XF 

SUBJ: UN MIDDLE EAST EMERGENCY FORCE 

1. EMBASSY IS RELIABLY INFORMED BY PARTICIPANT THAT 

SENIOR OFFICIALS DEPARTMENT FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAVE MET AT LENGTH 
IN LAST FEW HOURS TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE PROVISION OF 
AUSTRALIAN TROOPS TO UN EMERGENCY FORCE. WHILE 
AUSTRALIAN PROFESSIONALS ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED BY 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS IN GOA INVOLVEMENT, THEY ANTICIPATE 
WHITLAM GOVERNMENT MIGHT AGREE TO PROVIDE TROOP 
CONTINGENT. 

2. NOTE THAT DEFENSE MINISTER AND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
BARNARD TOLD PARLIAMENT IN HIS BUDGET ADDRESS AUGUST 22: 

"THIS GOVERNMENT WOULD, OF COURSE, BE PREPARED TO 
CONSIDER THE USE OF AUSTRALIAN FORCES ABROAD IN SUPPORT 
OF UNITED NATIONS PEACE-KEEPING OPERATIONS, IF THIS 

SORT OF SITUATION AROSE AND WE COULD MAKE A USEFUL 
CONTRIBUTION". 

3. WHITLAM DEPARTED LAST NIGHT ON TRIP TO TOKYO AND 
PEKING. WE ASSUME ANY DECISION ON AUSTRALIAN 
PARTICIPATION WOULD REQUIRE HIS PERSONAL APPROVAL 
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IN CANBERRA. 

4. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THERE IS GOOD CHANCE GOA 
WOULD MAKE AUSTRALIAN FORCES AVAILABLE FOR MIDDLE 
EAST PEACE-KEEPING DUTY IF REQUESTED BY UN AND US. 

WHITLAM WOULD PROBABLY ALSO WANT REQUEST OF USSR AND/OR 
ARAB PARTIES. 

GREEN 
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